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with very little veneration. Those swho had been accus-
tomed to the preachers of Oxford, and the liturgy of the
church of England, were offended at the emptiness of their
discourses, which were noisy and unmeaning; at the un-
usual gestures, the wild distortions, and the uncouth tone
with which they were delivered; at the coldness of their
prayers for the king, and the vehemence and exuberance
of those which they did not fail to utter for the "blessed
councils and actiotts of the parliament and army; and at,
what was surely not to be remarked without indignation,
their omission of the Lord's prayer.

But power easily supplied the want of reverence, and
they proceeded in their plan of reformation ; and thinking
sermons not so efficacious to conversion as private inter-
rogatories and exhortations,. they established a weekly
meeting for freeing tender consciences from scruple, at a
house that, from the business to which it was appropriated,
was called the scruple-shop.

With this project they were so well pleased, that they
sent to the parliament an account of it, which was after-
wards printed, and is ascribed, by Wood, to Mr. CheyneL
They continued for some weeks to hold their meetings
regularly, and to admit great numbers, whom curiosity, or
a desire of conviction, or a compliance with the prevailing
party, brought thither. But their tranquillity was quickly
disturbed by the turbulence of the independents, whose
opinions then prevailed among the soldiers, and were very
industriously propagated by the discourses of William Ear-
bury, a preacher of great reputation among them, who one
day gathering a considerable number of his most zealous
followers, went to the house appointed for the resolution
of scruples, on a day which was set apart for the disquisi-
tion of the dignity and office of a minister, and began to
dispute, with great vehemence, against the presbyterians,
whom he denied to have any true ministers among them,
and whose assemblies he affirmed not to be the true church.
He was opposed with equal heat by the presbyterians, and,
at length, they agreed to examine the point another day.